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Strike me dead, the track has vanished. 
Well, what now ? We've lost the way, 
Demons have bewitched our horses, 
Led us in the wilds astray. 

Pushkin. 
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vi THROUGH DESERTS AND OASES 

To my sister belongs the honour of being the 
first Englishwoman to cross the dangerous passes 
leading to and from the Pamirs and, with the 
exception of Mrs. Littledale, to visit Khotan. 

We greatly enjoyed the nine months we spent in 
Chinese Turkestan and on the " Roof of the World," 
and if we succeed in arousing the interest of our 
readers in this old-world backwater of Asia, and at 
the same time convey something of its distinctive 
charm, our ambitions will be fulfilled. 

P. M. SYKES. 
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We drove into a large garden planted with trees, 
where Lady Macartney came down the steps of a 
big, pleasing house a^d, giving ha the kindest of 
greetings, led us into the dining-room. Here it 
was so delightful to be once more in an English 
atmosphere and to talk to a countrywoman that I 
could not resist partaking of afternoon tea, though 
it was for the fourth time since we had entered the 
Kashgar Oasis. 
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too little was left for him to have any opinion as to 
what they looked like when erected. It seems curious 
that, although Eashgar is supposed to be on the site 
of Eie-sha, visited by Hiuen-Tsiang, yet these two 
stupas are apparently all that remains of the hundreds 
of Buddhist monasteries that he mentions. 
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sod Thtsv Tcsv a3<o ootbnsks >i Kbotan. The new 
ruler in *Jv end o^maiDe Iik inak. but in the tSort 
tuhMOSted hk Rsocrce to a dac^nous extoit and 
made tbe war mB eaaer for tbe Ouneae. 

Tbe final c^ieiali<»5 £(» tbe re c o y e ir of Eashgar 
and Yarkand were coodiKted on someviiat tbe 
same lines ae tbe fiist. Tbe main force assanbled 
to the nortb of tbe Tian Shan and, using a little- 
known paw, descended in ovenrhebning stzengUi on. 
AksD, while a second colnmn drove tbe Moslems 
before it to Karashabr and (m to Kucha, where a 
bard-fought battle was won by tbe Chinese ; and 
in December 1877 the campaign was brought to a 
sacceseful conclusion bj the capture of Eaahgar. 

The Celestials showed moderation in Ibe boor of 
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to meet them retuming home at night smging their 



How happy he who crowns in shades like these 
A youth of labour with an age of ease ; 
Who quits a world where strong temptations try, 
And, since 'tis hard to combat, learns to fly. 
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^omon : Cliineso, 74, 75, 99.100 ; 
DuUiii, 223, 225-6; KaHhffari,58- 
61, 64-65, 83, 92-3, 122, 31015 ; 
Khotan, 21112, 253: Kirf^hiz. 
23, 114, 118-22, 133; MohIctii. 
26, 40, 64-5, 923, 2(»4-5 ; Pcr- 
fiian, 61 ; RuHHiAn peasant, 14 : 
Sarikoli, 159 ; Takla Makan, 
200; Tashkent, 20, 22; Yar- 
kandi, 187-9 

^Vu Kung, 258 

Yagelln, (Vilnnol, 144, 145 

VakH, 123-4, 143; riding, 162-4. 
l(>6-8 

Vakil b BcK : army of, 281-2; Bri- 
tain and, 286-90; BuddhLst 
nioniiinents destroyed by, 67, 
84 ; eonquostfl of, 67, 71, 278- 
281 ; fort of, 213 : garden b(>- 
longing to, 188 ; overthrown 
by Chinese, 58, 70. 290-92; 
rest ' houses built by, 181 ; 
Russia's relations with, 282-6 : 
tomb destroyed, 70 

Yanfii HiMsar, 178, 180, 278 

Yanpi Shahr, 95-9. 240 



Yarkand : arrival at, 182-4 ; basazi, 
185-7: Goez in, 270; goitre, 
184-5, 192; horses, 302; Khojas 
Ixiaten at, 273 ; mission coloDy, 
188-9; oasis, 181, 191; popu- 
lation, 240, 246; Shaw at, 
286-7 : women, 187-9 : Yakub 
Beg captures, 278-9 

Yarkand River, 225, 226, 238, 
239 

YchdTashi, 261 

Yrzditrird 111., 256 

Yezid, 242 

Vonoff, Colonel, 293-4 

Yotkan, 21819 

Younghusband, Sir Francis, 136, 236, 
293-4 325 

Vuan-Shih-Kai, 295-6 

Yuc-chi, or Indo-Scythians, 249, 
250-53 

Yiirungkash River, 217 

Yuz Bftshis, 243 

Zarafshan or Yarkand River, 238 
Zawa oaois, 206, 208, 219-20 
ZoroAstrianism, 155, 256 
Zunpars, 270-71 
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I'rintcii f.y R. \ K. ( : \Ki.. I.iM:rL-i) LaiHtutgh. 



